
ATTENTION MECC ALUMNI EVERYWHERE!      July 19, 2016 

 

FROM: Don Rawitsch and Susan Schilling 

 

Recent MECC News 

The past few months have been exciting ones for MECC’s legacy as a pioneering force in K-12 education 

technology.  In May, The Oregon Trail program was enshrined in the World Video Game Hall of Fame of 

The Strong National Museum of Play in Rochester, NY.  This makes The Oregon Trail one of just 12 

games to enter the Hall and the only one developed expressly for educational use.   

 

Then last month, The Strong announced the creation of the MECC Collection, an archive of software 

products and company information that helps document MECC’s significant role in creating the industry 

that we have all been a part of, in some cases for our whole careers.  The initial Collection is made up of 

contributions from seven former MECC employees: Don, Susan, Dale LaFrenz, Philip Bouchard, Mike 

Palmquist, Paul Wenker, and Laura Gilbert.  In total, we donated one hundred software products 

representing 71 unique MECC titles (see the attached list), not to mention dozens of valuable 

documents, including MECC product design and teacher guide documentation, reports on MECC history, 

and press articles on MECC accomplishments.  These materials are available to researchers investigating 

the use of technology in schools and will possibly be used in future museum exhibits. 

 

Make a Donation to the MECC Collection Archive 

The MECC Collection process began five months ago with a bulletin we sent to the alumni group.  

Perhaps at the time some people held back on making donations to see if the Collection was going to 

become a reality.  It definitely has, and as a visit to The Strong by Don in May proves, our archive 

couldn’t be in better hands.  The Strong is a highly regarded and extremely professional institution and 

the perfect place for a MECC archive.  They will continue to accept MECC materials into the future, 

which is why we are writing at this time. 

 

If you are now thinking that your MECC software and document keepsakes need a new home (think of 

the freed up closet space!), please consider a donation to The Strong Museum’s MECC Collection.  Their 

professional archivists will inventory and catalog your material and provide you with a Deed of Gift that 

transfers ownership of your materials to the museum.  They also have a collection of vintage personal 

computer models for running diskettes, as well as other methods for preserving legacy software. 

 

Here’s the Process 

We are again willing to facilitate the donation process to ensure it goes smoothly for you. 

1. Email either one of us a brief description of the artifacts you would consider contributing to The 

Strong.  (dgrawitsch3@aol.com or slschilling410@hotmail.com)  There really is no deadline, but 

we can assist with this through August 31. 

2. We will compile the resulting list and alert The Strong as to the potential donations. 

3. We will then notify you of the actual process to use in sending items to the Museum. 

4. You will make your final decisions on what to contribute and ship those items. 

 

 

mailto:dgrawitsch3@aol.com
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Some guidelines: 

First, The Strong is especially interested in materials that document how MECC operated as a company, 

how its software was created and disseminated, what the company culture was like, and how players 

responded to MECC products. Sample materials might include game design documents, market research 

surveys, focus group testing, feedback from institutional and individual users of MECC’s products, 

photographs of company events, and other items that give a sense of how MECC functioned, how it 

developed and distributed its products, and what impact those products made on individuals and the 

educational system. 

 

Second, The Strong does not need duplicates of software programs they already have, so we are looking 

primarily for titles that don’t appear on the attached list or titles that appear on the list but represent a 

platform not listed for that title. 

 

Third, at this time The Strong is less interested in collecting company non-print promotional items, such 

as coffee mugs, T-shirts, or exhibit booth supplies. 

 

We Hope to Hear from You 

The larger the MECC Collection, the more impressive will be our legacy for future researchers and 

museum guests.  Take this opportunity to make a contribution! 


